
Welcome to Worship at 
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STORY CITY, IOWA 
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Mission Statement 

Building Strong Relationships in Christ, 
And Making Him Known to All 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

604 Lafayette Avenue 

Story City, Iowa 

515.733.4972 

Website - www.immanuelstorycity.org 

E-mail - immanuel@iowatelecom.net 
 

Ministers – All Members 

Stephen Anenson, Senior Pastor 

Kurt Jensen, Associate Pastor 

Zachary Bauknecht, Youth & Education Ministry Coordinator 
 

The First Sunday of Christmas                          December 29, 2013 
 

We Prepare to Meet God 
 The Prelude        
 The Opening Hymn 
  “Angels, From the Realms of Glory”                      No. 50 LBW 
 The Prayer  
 The Time for Greeting 
 The Announcements 
  The Worship Song 
  “We Three Kings”                                                    (on screen) 
    
We Hear God’s Word  
 The Lesson – Jeremiah 31:15-17, 31-34 

 
15

 This is what the LORD says: 
   “A voice is heard in Ramah,  
   mourning and great weeping,  
   Rachel weeping for her children  
   and refusing to be comforted,  
   because they are no more.” 
   

16
 This is what the LORD says: 

   “Restrain your voice from weeping  
   and your eyes from tears,  
   for your work will be rewarded,” declares the LORD.  
   “They will return from the land of the enemy.  
17

 So there is hope for your descendants,” declares the     
    LORD.  
   “Your children will return to their own land. 
31

 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD,  
   “when I will make a new covenant  
    with the people of Israel  
   and with the people of Judah.  
32

 It will not be like the covenant  
    I made with their ancestors  
    when I took them by the hand  
    to lead them out of Egypt,  
    because they broke my covenant,  
    though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
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33
 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel  

    after that time,” declares the LORD.  
  “I will put my law in their minds  
   and write it on their hearts.  
   I will be their God,  
   and they will be my people.  
34

 No longer will they teach their neighbor,  
   or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’  
   because they will all know me,  
   from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the  
    LORD.  
  “For I will forgive their wickedness  
   and will remember their sins no more.” 

The Gospel – Matthew 2:133-23 
   

13
 When the Magi had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared 

to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he said, “take the child and 
his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 
Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 
   

14
 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the 

night and left for Egypt, 
15

 where he stayed until the death of 
Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 
the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 
   

16
 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the 

Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, 
in accordance with the time he had learned from the 
Magi. 

17
 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah 

was fulfilled: 
   

18
 “A voice is heard in Ramah,  

   weeping and great mourning,  
   Rachel weeping for her children  
   and refusing to be comforted,  
   because they are no more.” 
    

19
 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a 

dream to Joseph in Egypt 
20

 and said, “Get up, take the child 
and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
   

21
 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to 

the land of Israel. 
22

 But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to 
the district of Galilee, 

23
 and he went and lived in a town 

called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the 
prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

We Confess Our Faith 
 The Apostles’ Creed                                                      (on screen) 
 The Children’s Message 
 
We Respond to God’s Blessings 
 The Offering 
  The Offertory        “We Are An Offering”                     (on screen) 
     
We Hear God’s Word Proclaimed in Song and Word 
 The Anthem   
  “Tell Us ‘Bout a Baby”                                               arr. Raney 
    The Senior Choir – Susan Amensen, Director 
 The Sermon    
  “What Do We Do With Jesus?”                          Pastor Jensen 
 The Hymn  
  “What Child is This”                                                No. 40 LBW 

 
We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
 The Prayer 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 The Benediction 
 The Hymn   
     “As with Gladness Men of Old”                     (v.1-4) No. 82 LBW 
 The Ministry of Prayer 
     The Postlude  
 

Organist: Milianna Carlson 

Greeters: Bob, Gayle & Sierra Tate 

Ushers: Ole & Jackie Skaar, Jacob Chodur, Joel Danielson,  
 John Rathmacher  

Candlelighter: Sierra Tate 

Reader: Gayle Tate 

Sound Engineer: Trent Whipple 

 

Visitors: A special welcome to our guests today! We sincerely desire 
that everyone present will feel welcome in the Lord’s house. Visitors 
are encouraged to go to the welcome table in the narthex for 
information about our church and a free gift! 
 

Thank you to Milianna Carlson for serving as our organist today. 

 

There will be no Sunday School classes today. Classes will 
resume next Sunday. 



Don't forget the time of fellowship and refreshments in the Social 
Hall following the service today.  

 

Attendance last Sunday: 115 
  

Attendance Christmas Eve: (4:30) – 428; (8:00) - 104 

 

We thank our members for their faithful giving week after week 
throughout the year. Together we seek to fulfill God’s plans for his 
church now and in the New Year. To be able to have your gifts 
credited to your giving for 2013 please have them to the church office 
by 3 P.M. this Tuesday, December 31. 

 

Our Trinity and Confirmation classes and Junior Choir will not 
meet again until January 8 because of Christmas break. 

 

Next Sunday begins a series of Adult Classes that will focus on the 
various mission organizations that we as a congregation help 
support. On January 5 we will hear from Mr. Michael Fritz, executive 
director of Good Neighbor Emergency Assistance program in Ames. 
Zachary Bauknecht will also share about our 2014 summer mission 
trip for our youth. All adults are welcome to attend these classes 
beginning at 8:30 A.M. in the Social Hall. 
 

If you have a prayer need this morning, you may use the back of the 
white card in the pew rack and place the request in the Prayer Box in 
the narthex by the coat rack. You can also submit prayer requests on 
our website: www.immanuelstorycity.org 
 
Upcoming Events 

 Sketching Our Story Potluck Brunch and Presentation. In 
honor of our 115

th
 anniversary, we have had a number of 

conversations about what God has been doing through 
us as a congregation over the years. On Sunday, 
January 5th after worship, we will hold a Potluck Brunch 
and hear Pastor Kurt present excerpts of the missional 
biography of our congregation he has written as part of his Doctor 
of Ministry studies. Copies of the missional biography will be 
available that day and afterward in the church office; you will also 
be able to find it on our church website. Come join us on the 5

th
 as 

we celebrate what God is doing through Immanuel! 

 Mark your calendar for Immanuel Quilt Work Days to be held 
Thursday, January 9 from 9 A.M. to 12 noon.  

Reminders 

 Nursery facilities are available across from the restrooms on the 
main floor of the educational wing.  

 Tune in to the Immanuel Lutheran Radio Broadcast each Sunday 
morning at 8 A.M. on KASI Radio (AM 1430).  

 The Children's Activity Bulletins are available from the ushers for 
young children. 

 Hearing devices for those who have a difficult time hearing the 
service can be found on the shelf in the narthex. Please ask an 
usher to assist you. 

 Please notify the church office if you or a member of your family 
is hospitalized. Often we are not notified by the hospital of your 
admittance, even if you have indicated you want the church 
notified. 

 For Prayer Chain Needs. Anyone who has a need for prayer is 
invited to contact the church office (733.4972) or Ruby Fjelland 
(733.6016) to begin the prayer chain. The information passed 
along the prayer chain is confidential information and is to be used 
only to indicate a person’s need for prayer. Information is not to be 
shared with anyone else. The purpose of the prayer chain is to lift 
these individuals up in prayer. 

 During the winter months, if you would like an usher to pick you 
up and take you to worship, feel free to let the church office know 
and we will make arrangements.  

 Electronic Giving. Immanuel Lutheran Church is able to process 
your contributions electronically. You have the option to contribute 
monthly or weekly in any amount you choose. Also, your 
contribution can be split into several different funds if you desire. If 
you would like to set up an automatic withdrawal from your 
checking or savings account to be sent to the church’s account, 
please stop in the church office to complete an authorization form. 

 The “Our Daily Bread” devotional books for the winter quarter are 
available on the shelf in the narthex. The large print edition is there 
as well. Copies of the “Lutheran Digest” and the “Connections” 
magazine are also there. 
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As a congregation, let’s be in prayer for: 

 Jim Voga at Israel Hospice House in Ames. 
We praise God for: 

 The joy and peace that Jesus brought to the world 2000 years 
ago that is available to us today by the presence of His spirit. 

 

 

 

 

High School Youth Activities 

Make sure - To check out the January newsletter for an 

important announcement about the Middle School and High 

School ministry here at Immanuel!   

 

Happy New Year!! - I hope that everyone has a great last few 

days of 2013, and that 2014 is a prosperous year for all!   

 

 

Middle School Youth Activities 

Attention: Middle School Youth and Parents – Please sign up for 

the FREE text message service Remind 101.  We will be using this 

to communicate about all things Middle School Ministry here at 

Immanuel.  You can also sign up for this service via email as well 

in case you do not have a text message plan.  If you need 

information, it is located outside Zachary's office.  Thank You!!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

December 29, 2013 – January 5, 2014 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 
Sunday, December 29 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
 HS Impact Conference 
 

Monday, December 30 

 
Tuesday, December 31 – New Year’s Eve 

9:30 A.M. Staff Meeting 

 
Wednesday, January 1 – New Year’s Day 
  Church Office Closed 

                                         

Thursday, January 2 
 
Friday, January 3 
  

Saturday, January 4 

 
Sunday, January 5 – Communion Sunday 

8:00 A.M. Radio Broadcast on KASI (1430 AM) 
8:30 A.M. Sunday School 
9:00 A.M. Coffee Fellowship (Narthex) 
9:30 A.M. Worship  
10:30 A.M. Congregational Potluck Brunch 
11:00 A.M. “Sketching Your Story” Presentation 

 
 


